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Well, surprise, surprise! THE ECOMONY is
not what it used to be, or so they say, thus the
main reason to adjust the size of the Southern Farm
News. Check out the Editorial on page 10 for ways
you can help to change the economy.

| am trying to get caught up from a traumatic year
of goat health issues...kidding went well...it was
the aftermath, brought on by wet weather and
just about any illness that could befall a goat, that
just about “did me in”, thus, the reason
this issue of the Southern Farm News is
slightly delayed (the farm comes first,
you know!) You must read the Cocciddi-
osis article. It might be the most impor-
tant economical information you can

. . . n Goat Py
have on hand in your medical file. et ot Proa, 2

Over the years, | have solely managed my farm, and
have been fortunate and knowledgeable enough to
handle just about any (goat) health problem. | was
lucky to have learned to treat and medicate from
the very best producer mentors...only calling a vet-
erinarian for an unmanageable emergency. My past
experience with veterinarians was purely medical
and it never really entered my mind to ask about
any farm or management questions, After the rainy
spring (not fussing, mind you, grateful for the rain),
after the unexpected and unwanted bouts with Coc-
cidiossis, lice, foot-rot, anything that could befall
a goat, well, I shall stop there... | met a Vet Tec ...
what a wonderful experience ... she came to my
rescue. |learned by pure happenstance at one of
our membership meetings, that the Vet Tech that
presented an educational seminar to the South-

ern Goat Producers, managed a large farm and in
addition to that, had time to work on other farms
for consultations. A conversation led us to talk
about my adult does that had kidded recently,
their awful condition as a result of kidding, and
what we could do to make things better in gen-
eral on the farm. She came...took a look...and the
rest is history. | now have a “personal traveling
vet/advisor”. Kathy Daves of Summerton, SC.,
came to a SGPA meeting for a workshop and left
with a new job, but most importantly, a new
friend. She regularly commutes to Pelzer to help
us now ... So the next time you need
help and wonder if an outside opinion
matters, well, let me tell you the an-
swer is, unequivocally, YES! Consider
giving Kathy a call—she has some
great ideas about common farming
issues—she sees things in an entirely
different perspective. Our farm was about to
have a “train wreck” and Kathy saved us from
some costly issues and animal losses. Kathy man-
ages an 1,800 acre Llama farm in the low country,
manages her own goat farm, and still finds time
to help other producers in North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Arizona. You can reach her by email
at dxdarlinl@yahoo.com.

Judy
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GRASS TETANY
(STAGGERS)

Grass tetany, also known as
grass staggers and hypomag-
nesaemia, is a metabolic dis-
ease in goats. Although often
called wheat pasture poison-
ing, grass tetany is not re-
stricted to wheat fields. This
disease usually occurs in
springtime in lush pastures, but
it can also appear following
cool rainy weather in the fall
when cool season grasses
and green cereal grains are
beginning to grow.

Like prussic acid poisoning
and nitrate poisoning, grass
tetany kills quickly. Death of-
ten occurs within two to three
hours of onset of the disease.
It is basically a magnesium
deficiency caused by an im-
balance of potassium with
calcium and magnesium that
requires veterinary assistance

to treat and producer involve-
ment to prevent.

Symptoms include wide-
eyed staring, muscle twitch-
ing in the ears and flanks, hy-
persensitivity to sound and
touch, staggering, foaming at
the mouth, and convulsions.
Goats most at risk are lactat-
ing does (milk production in-
volves the utilization of lots of
magnesium) and older goats.
Least at risk are young goats,
wethers, dry does, and
younger adult bucks.

Soil conditions and fertiliza-
tion practices can contribute
to grass tetany. Soils and fertil-
izers high in potassium and
nitrogen can produce plants
that contain high potassium
and low calcium and magne-
sium levels that can suppress
magnesium absorption.

If the producer can obtain
veterinary assistance quickly,
the proper treatment involves
slow intravenous (IV) admini-
stration of calcium and mag-

nesium. This is not something
that the average goat pro-
ducer can do. In an emer-
gency when a vet is not avail-
able, the producer can try to
save the goat by treating it as
if it had "milk fe-
ver' (hypocalcaemia) with
repeated dosing of CMPO or
MFO orally. See this writer's
article on Hypocalcaemia on
the Articles page at
www.tennesseemeatgoats.com.
Prevention is the key. Pro-
ducers should offer quality
hay free choice to goats that
have access to pastures that
can cause grass tetany.
Goats should also receive a
quality loose mineral properly
formulated with higher levels
of magnesium and offered on
a free-choice basis.
By Suzanne Gasparatto of Onion
Creek Ranch,
Lobhin, Texas
** See note on page 15
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ONION CREEK RANCH GOAT CAMP LOHN, TEXAS

Come join us for an educational event designed with the Commercial Meat Goat Producer in mind.
Learn About:
Breeding ~ Kidding ~ Kid care ~Tubing ~ Injections ~ Nutrition ~ Balancing e‘ﬂ-t Cﬂf}r

and formulating rations ~ Hoof trimming ~ Hoof care ~ 6 . L
Necropsy ~ Tattooing ~ Ear tagging ~ Diseases affecting goats ~
Drawing blood ~ Disease testing ~ FAMACHA training ~ Reading fecals ~ o "o
Selecting goats for breeding ~ Market sales, etc. ~ Marketing your animals ~ Lion ¢ -

; ) e A @ Creek W

Routine handling restraints ~ Humane slaughter demonstration
Private Property rights and much more! All on a working goat ranch...

Dates: Monday October 26 thru Friday October 30, 2009

The GOATCAMP™ Instructors

For more information, go to the GoatCamp™ page at www.tennesseemeatgoats.com

MARK SWENING, DVM - VETERINARIAN, Coleman, Texas Vet Clinic

JAMES MILLER, DVM, LSU - PARASITOLOGIST

KENT MILLS, HI PRO FEEDS - NUTRITIONIST

ED LEHIGH, COLORADO SERUM - VACCINES

DAN BYFIELD, AMERICAN LAND FOUNDATION - PROPERTY RIGHTS & LEGISLATIVE ISSUES
BOB GLASS, PAN AMERICAN VET LABORATORY - SERUM DIAGNOSTICS

SUZANNE GASPAROTTO, ONION CREEK RANCH 325-344-5775 (Texas)

PAT COTTEN, BENDING TREE RANCH

Life is Not the way it is supposed to be. It is the way it is.
The way you cope is what makes the difference!

The White Goat Studio
Handmade Glass Beads
Fused and Stained Glass Art

INSURANCE SERVICES

PERSONAL AND BUSINESS
LOUIS S. BARNETT
401 Hampton Ridge Drive
Greer, SC 29651
louisbharnett@charter.net

Renee Mendola
1127 Garrison Road
Anderson, SC 29625

B64-314-24H

mendolar@bellsouth.net

Cell 864-201-8396
Office 864-968-0045
FAX 864-877-5314
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| RUMINANT REPRODJ

%

SmallRuminRepro.com

JEFF BURROUGHS, DVM (910) 654-6082
PO Box 398 Cell: (910) 770-2657
Cerro Gordo, NC 28430 jeffbdvm @me.com
A division of Columbus Veterinary Hospital
WINDY HILL FARM | gl dS s
320 HAMBY STREET GUINEAS,
PELZER, SC 29669 POULTRY,
864.430.2265 oy ES
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OUR SPECIALTY—raising HEALTHY GOATS
and RECIP DOES

No CL No CAE No Brucellosis




SOUTHERN GOAT PROPULCERS ASSOCIATION, ne.
A non profit organization

AUGUST ROUNDTABLE MEETING between GOAT ASSOCIATIONS from 4 states
Regular Monthly Meeting—Fiber Goats

SEPTEMBER  REGULAR MONTHLY MEBETING (To be announced)

OCTOBER  REGULAR MONTHLY MEEBTING featured speaker ~ Danny Howard

PLUS Officer Elections

SHOWMANSHIP CLASS and SHOW (To be announced)

NOVEMBER ANNUAL GOAT FIELD DAY includes 7+ Associations from 4 states
CLEMSON ORGANIC FARM DAY

DECEMBER Christmas Pa rty

Date , thimes, and details will be posted on our website:
www.southerngoatproducers.org
864 430 2265

COCCIDIOSIS

Coccidiosis is a stealth killer” of goats be-
cause symptoms are easy to miss and irre-
versible damage can be done if the illness is
not quickly treated. The protozoan organ-
ism which causes Coccidiosis is the intesti-
nal parasite of the genus Eimeria and is
species specific—which means that Coccidi-
osis in one species of animal cannot infect
animals of another species. Example: The
long held belief by some livestock breeders
that chickens can infect goats with Coccidia
is not true.

The parasite causing Coccidiosis is passed
through fecal-to-oral contact. While adult
goats can contract Coccidiosis (particularly
does that have recently kidded -- their bod-

ies are under stress from the demands of
nursing multiple kids), young kids' imma-
ture immune systems make them suscepti-
ble to this disease. Recall how kid goats
pick up and "mouth” everything in their sur-
roundings. Some of those objects are goat
"pills" (feces) that are coccidia-infected; the
parasites quickly take up residence in the
kids' intestines.

Coccidiosis is a disease caused by stress
from overcrowding, dirty and/or wet pens,
and unclean water. Coccidiosis is very con-
tagious and will spread through a herd like
wildfire. The first symptom is usually -- but
not always -- diarrhea. Along with diarrhea
always comes dehydration and sometimes

fever. If treatment isn't begun immediately,
(Continued on page 6)
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permanent damage will be done to the in-
testinal lining and the goat won't be able
to absorb nutrients from its food. Weight
loss is substantial and sometimes chronic
(cannot be cured); if it lives, the goat will
always be "poor." In advanced cases of
Coccidiosis, diarrhea can be watery, and
may contain mucous and blood. Bloody
diarrhea is blackish in color.

Oocyst
Fecal testing is essential. A

fecal sample placed under a
microscope will quickly re-
veal to a vet the presence
of coccidia oocysts in the
goat pills. Begin doing your own fecals to
keep better control over the health of your
herd. This writer's article explaining an
easy and inexpensive fecal-testing proce-
dure appears on the Articles page. Diar-
rhea in kids does not always mean Coccidi-
osis, but it must be considered. Fecal test-
ing removes any doubt. Remember, diar-
rhea is a symptom of an illness and not an
illness in and of itself. See this writer's ar-
ticle on Diarrhea on the Articles page .

Dewormers have no effect on coccidia.
Medication required for treating Coccidio-
sis, both preventatively and curatively, is
totally different from deworming products.
Over-the-counter products for treating
Coccidiosis include Albon, its generic
equivalent Sulfadimethoxine 12.5% (Di-
Methox 12.5% Solution by AgriLabs), and
CoRid. CoRid is no longer recommended by
many professionals because (a) some
strains of coccidia have become resistant
to it, and (b) CoRid is a thiamine (Vitamin
B 1) inhibitor. The importance of thiamine
in keeping goats healthy is difficult to
overstate.

This writer prefers to use the DiMethox
12.5% solution; it is a generic of Albon
and much less expensive. Although Di-
Methox 12.5% comes in both liquid and
powder, the liquid is easier to dose prop-
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erly. To treat a herd that is already in-
fected with coccidia, administer three to
five cc's of undiluted liquid Di-Methox
12.5% orally to each kid daily for five con-
secutive days. For adults, dose at eight to
ten cc's in the same manner. Di-Methox
12.5% can also be added to drinking wa-
ter; follow package directions. Limit access
to the water source being medicated.
Automatic waterers must be turned off to
maintain correct dosage strength. Do not
fail to individually orally dose each goat,
even if the herd's water supply is also be-
ing medicated. Preventative dosage is usu-
ally one-half the curative dose; read prod-
uct labels.

The prescription antibiotic of choice is Pri-
mor. Administer one tablet orally in the
morning and the second tablet by mouth in
the evening of the first day -- and then
one tablet orally each day thereafter -- for
a total of five consecutive days. Primor
comes in body-weight dosages, and the
tablets are scored so that they can be split
in half for accurate dosing. Endosorb, a
prescription tablet that calms the gut, dis-
solves readily in ReSorb, other electro-
lytes, or water for easy oral dosing. If En-
dorsorb is not available, over-the-counter
Tagamet 200 can be given to goats; kid
dosage is is one-half of a Tagamet 200
tablet daily for five consecutive days. Use
one Tagamet 200 tablet daily for adult
goats. Pepto-Bismol given orally may also
be used to reduce to coat the lining of the
stomach and reduce gut irritation.

For controlling life-threatening watery diar-
rhea, the liquid antibiotic Sulfamethoxazole
& Trimethoprim Oral Suspension
200mg/40mg per 5 mL (prescription) is
excellent. Given orally, the dosage is 2 cc
per 100 pounds bodyweight. Dose accu-
rately, as overdosing will constipate the
goat. If the prescription antibiotic Primor is
not doing the job of stopping watery diar

(Continued on page 7)



rhea, consider changing to the ultimate
prescription antibiotic for goats -- Baytril
100. Baytril 100 is available both in in-
jectable and tablet form, but the oral treat-
ment is believed to work faster in the gut
of the goat. Occasionally a goat has an
allergic reaction to Baytril 100 and joint
swelling (usually in the knees) occurs, so
use it sparingly and as a last resort. Treat-
ment is available to resolve this rare prob-
lem; it takes a long time to achieve a cure.
Injectable Baytril 100 is easier (and safer
to the producer) to use than oral tablets
when medicating big and strong goats --
particularly bucks. NOTE: Some jurisdic-
tions prohibit use of Baytril or Baytril
100 in any form (injectable or tablets)
in food-production animals; check
with your vet.

Banamine is an excellent prescription
medication for both calming the gut and
bringing down fever. Normal goat body
temperature ranges from 101.5 degrees F.
to 103.5 degrees F. Banamine should be
administered intramuscularly (IM) at a rate
of 1 cc per 100 pounds of body weight. A
newborn kid would receive .1 - .2 cc (one-
tenth to two-tenths of a cc) of Banamine.
Banamine should not be used but once
every 36-72 hours; it has the potential to
cause stomach ulcers.

A severely dehydrated goat

should receive Re-Sorb elec- G_T_?D

trolytes, both in an oral Ny
drench and in its water sup- lcl
ply. Additionally, Lactated 1,'\‘,\!/_\

Ringers Solution (an inexpen-
sive vet prescription that no
producer should be without)
should be given under the skin (SQ) at
both shoulders -- dose 30 cc per shoulder
SQ for kids. A 60 cc syringe with an 18-
gauge needle should be used for this pro-
cedure. Keeping the goat hydrated with
Re-Sorb (or equivalent) electrolytes and
Lactated Ringers Solution (LRS) is critical

to the animal's survival. Gatorade or Pe-
dialyte may be used in place of Re-Sorb in
emergencies, but these products don't
have enough glucose -- so keep a supply
of ReSorb packets in the medicine chest.
Rehydrating an adult goat that won't drink
on its own requires stomach tubing in or-
der to get enough liquid into its body. No
amount of oral drenching or giving Lac-
tated Ringers SQ will rehydrate an adult
goat. See this writer's article on Stomach
Tubing Goats on the Articles.

Green leaves are the best natural product
to feed to a sick goat, regardless of the
illness. Green leaves will be the first food
that it will eat, followed by hay. Don't offer
sacked/processed grains to a sick goat;
they are too difficult to digest. A goat will
begin eating sacked or processed grain
feeds only when recovery is well under-
way.

NOTE: This article provides information on
a variety of medications for use with Coc-
cidiosis. Do not try to use them all at one
time. Faced with Coccidiosis in a goat, this
writer would start treatment with Sul-
famethoxazole & Trimethoprim Oral Sus-
pension in an animal with very watery di-
arrhea, then switch to Di-Methox 12.5%
liquid oral solution when the stool begins
to achieve a "pudding-like" consistency. On
run-of-the-mill cases of Coccidiosis, my
choice would be Di-Methox 12.5% liquid
oral solution. If fever exists, a Banamine
injection would be given. If fever is not
present, either Endorsorb, Tagamet 200,
or Pepto-Bismol would be used. If Di-
Methox 12.5% liquid oral solution didn't
work, then Primor tablets(prescription)
would be dosed. The prescription antibiotic
Baytril 100 would be used as a last resort,
when no other treatment has worked. Lac-
tated Ringers Solution would be given SQ
at the shoulders to a kid who is not drink
(Continued on page 8)
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ing on his own. In all cases, ReSorb electro-
lytes would be used to avoid/cure dehydra-
tion in both kids and adults. Green leaves, if
available, should be offered to all sick goats
old enough to eat solid food.

At the completion of every five-day antibi-
otic treatment, repopulate the goat's gut
with live bacteria by dosing with an oral pro-
biotic. Goat Guard Probiotic Paste sold by
Register Distributing in Wade, North Caro-
lina is this writer's choice. Furney Register
can be reached at 1-888-310-9606 or on
the Web at www.goatsupplies.com

When kids begin eating solid food at around
two to three weeks of age, the producer
should consider offering a goat feed contain-
ing a coccidiostat to help prevent a coccidio-
sis outbreak. The general timeframe that
kids are at risk for Coccidiosis runs from
about two weeks of age (when they begin to
pick at solid food) and through five or six

Pad

months of age (when the immune system is
somewhat developed). Feeding a coccidio-
stat-laced feed will not overcome over-
crowding and filthy living conditions. Once
goats are infected, cocidiostat-treated feed
will not cure Coccidiosis. Some types of coc-
cidiostats are toxic to other farm animals;
investigate before choosing a coccidiostat.

Prevent Coccidiosis by keeping pens and
bedding clean, water fresh, goats un-
crowded, and areas dry. Wet and dirty con-
ditions are incubators of Coccidiosis for both
kids and adults. Don't forget the absolute
necessity of rotating pastures. No amount of
treating for Coccidiosis (or deworming) will
offset the need to rotate goats every three
weeks into clean, uninfected, and un-
crowded paddocks.

By Suzanne Gasparratto,
www.tennesseemeatgoats.com
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DO YOU NEED HAY?
Square or round bales

BOB CAN DELIVER too.
THIS COASTAL BERMUDA
HAY IS BEAUTIFUL,

FIRST QUALITY, and

WEED FREE.

~ & @BOBNEISON . & a

H 205 GREEN STREET _._

“RIDGE SPRING, SC 29129

8036855167 or 864 270 7167

;. Email: nelSonins@pbtcomm.net .

DO YOU GET ENOUGH?

CALCIUM 2/75-

Calcium by Nancy Silva

I think most of us believe there is an abundance of cal-
cium in our diets considering many of us consume
a great deal of dairy products. Interestingly, how-
ever, this is not the case! It turns out that calcium
deficiency is extremely common. The average
dietary intake of calcium in the U.S. is well below
the recommended levels. You may ask yourself
how can this be so after all of that Ben & Jerry's?
Well, it just so happens that consumption of dairy

products such as milk,
<

&

cheese, ice cream and yo-
gurt are only a small piece
of the puzzle when it comes
to calcium. Many factors

affect the absorption of the calcium in our diets,
and even more surprising is that calcium is actu-
ally more absorbable in foods such as dark green
leafy vegetables—something many of us are
sorely lacking in our diets!

Role in the body

When | hear the word calcium—a vision of strong
teeth and bones comes to mind—however, cal-
cium has many other important roles in the body.
Besides acting as a structural component of bones
and teeth, calcium plays a large role in muscle
contraction, nerve impulse transmission, and the
maintenance of a regular heart beat. It also acts

as an intracellular messenger—mediating the con-

(Continued on page 14)

Page 9



EDITORIAL

An economics professor at a local college
made a statement that he had never failed a
single student before, but had once failed an
entire class. That class had insisted that the
government’s wish for socialism worked and
that no one would be poor and no one would be
rich, a great equalizer.

Oy Judy Langley

The professor then said,
"OK, we will have an experi-
ment in this class on our
present government's
plan". All grades would be
averaged and everyone
would receive the same
grade so no one would fail and no one would
receive an “A”. After the first test, the grades
were averaged and everyone got a B. The stu-
dents who studied hard were upset and the
students who studied little were  happy.

As the second test rolled around, the students
who studied little had studied even less and the
ones who studied hard decided they wanted a
free ride too so they studied little. The second
test average was a “D”. No one was happy.
When the third test rolled around, the average
was an F. The scores never increased as bicker-
ing, blame and name-calling all resulted in hard
feelings and no one would study for the benefit
of anyone else. All failed, to their great sur-
prise, and the professor told them that socialism
would, also, ultimately fail because when the
reward is great, the effort to succeed is great
but when government takes all the rewards
away, no one will try or want to succeed.

Could not be any simpler than that? (Author
unknown)

Page 10

| prefaced this article because it is time that we
Americans take a stand on issues and let it be
known to our Congressmen and Senators how
we expect them to vote. By voicing our opinion,
we exercise our rights to help Washington un-
derstand that the average people are tired of
“their” stupidity and greed. Our government is
moving close to socialism and we need to take
our Government back. Things have gotten out
of control and we cannot continue to standby
and ignore their idiotic actions. | am not an ac-
tivist of any sort, but we need to let our voices
be heard. We should contact our representa-
tives when things are getting “screwed up” or
before they vote on a bill (not after). | urge you
to become more involved—go online and read
the Bills that are introduced. One site to find
them is www.thomas.gov. Once you are online,
switch over and read the Editorial: The Econom-
ics of Raising Goats (April 2009) on Meat Goat
Mania by Suzanne Gasparratto—boy, did she hit
the nail on the head!
www.tennesseemeatgoats.com.

An example of “exercising our voice” is the NAIS
bill that the government has been trying to get
passed for several years now. | know you know
about it, | have published articles and sent you
emails about it; it will profoundly impact farm-
ers and cause a great deal of unnecessary paper
work, animal identification and government
involvement on YOUR farm. The NAIS may still
get passed, but in a lesser degree with not so
harsh wording. But because farmers and pro-
ducers across the country voiced their opinions
and spoke out loud and clear, it seems very
likely that another Bill has been introduced to
(replace and) lower the NAIS funding by half.

(Continued on page 11)



Well, you say, they will still enact the Bill any-
way, they will, but they will only get half fund-
ing and if more people (yes, that means you!)
had called their representatives
the funding may have been cut
all together. So, you see, we
have to get off our butts and
make time for issues that effect
us...we can not sit back and just watch from the
sidelines anymore...all the issues at the present
time from Washington, DC are effecting us dras-

tically...you have to make the calls (or email, fax
or letters), read the Bills (they really are quite
easy to read and understand even though they
are long and drawn out, but that is exactly the
image that Washington wants to portray) find
them here: www.thomas.gov ... and spend a
little time communicating with your representa-
tives.

We CAN make a difference!

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE Roosters 1 Year to 6 Mos.
Barred Rock, Cuckoo Maran,

White Leghorns  $5 each

864 915 0960

Australian Shepherds—Herding & Lap
dogs available.

AKC, MASCA, & ASDR registered.
www.twinpineskennels.net

864 972 9195

GOAT COMPOST “plack gold”

Enrichment for Spring gardens
501b.Bag  $10 per bag
864 430 2265

TATTOO KIT ~ New-5/16" digits all
numbers Never been used on animals
$25 864 980 7886

BOER GOAT STARTER DOES for
sale.  Adult does ~

No CL, CAE or Brucelosis $150 each
864 430 2265

Boer Paint Does—2-3 years old
$75& up
864 915 0960

COASTAL BERMUDA HAY
Round and Square bales
Horse (goat) quality)

864 847 9445

Pine Barn Boards—1x6x12 or custom
cut. Call for availability.

BEAMS cut to order.

864 430 8117

For Sale
1 Yr Old Boer Buck $150
864 915 0960

2 Black and White Female Mini Pot-
Bellied pigs  $100 or Best Offer
864 915 0960

GOAT COLOSTRUM for
newborns CAE FREE 8oz. $12.
864 918 8672

Registered Angora Goats for sale ~
Raw and Cleaned fleece and rovings.
Call for prices 706-376-1485
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2009 Remaining Sale Dates

September 19
October 17
November 21
December 19

\ Agri Auction Services, LLC.
PO Box 336

t \ Belton, SC 29627
www.agriauctionservices.com

Jeff: 864-449-4275
Shannon: 864-710-4030

Email:
info@agriauctionservices.com

>
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GRADE
GOAT Iilﬂl,lll"Er

PRESS RELEASE

AUGUST 18, 2009

Split Creek Farm, Anderson, SC,
received a third place win for one
of the farm’s artisan goat
cheeses at the American
Cheese Society’'s 2009
competition held in Austin, Texas
in  August. The American
Cheese Society
encourages the understanding,
appreciation, and promotion of
farmstead and natural specialty
cheeses produced in the Ameri-
cas and Canada. Nearly 200
artisan cheese producers were
represented at the competition.

Split Creek Farm is a Grade A
goat dairy producing artisan goat
milk products since 1985. Visi-
tors are invited to stop by the
farm shop to sample
and purchase all of Split Creek
Farm’s award winning products.
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He Relies on You
for Everythlng

Now you can rely on Sav-A-Caf®
I HY BABY ANIMALS

Brand Products to help meet
his health and nutrition needs.
HELping RAISE HEALTHY ™ HEALT

Sav-A-Kid® Milk Replacer
Ultra Starf® Colostrum Supplement
Electrolytes Plus Supplement

Quality « Mixability = Performance

Come see ,1 Milk Products

what’s | "at The Mille Replacer Source®
www.savacaf.com!

An IS0 9001:2000 Certified Company G

Sav-A-Caf®, The Milk Replacer Source®, Sav-A-Kid® and Ultra Start®
are registered trademarks of Milk Products LLC. ©2009 Milk Products LLC.




FARM PROFILE

On the drive to Dusty
Acres Farm, the home of
Dottie Martin and Billy
Bryson, as the name im-
plies, | think was expect-
ing to see land similar to
mine—showing the ef-
fects of drought with little
or no grass. Quite the
contrary...lush, almost
knee deep pastures. As |
traveled up their driveway
it became clear that their
piece of Heaven was defi-
nitely a naturalists para-
dise—lush pastures, pe-
can trees, apple and
peach trees, a Muscadine
vineyard and a garden to
die for. Actually two gar-

dens. If anyone could
make a living off their
land, it would be Dottie

Martin.

Meeting her for the first
time a few months back
was such a delight to me.

But getting to know her
personally makes me re-
alize | have found another
real friend. She is such a
refined farmer. On our
first meeting, she seemed
to be a “girly girl” (a com-
pliment, of course), but
seeing her in action totally
blows that concept out of
the water. Everyone
knows that if it “looks
good”, somebody is get-
ting their “back” into it and
getting their hands dirty.
Dottie is totally
grounded to na-
ture and has a
green thumb to
top green thumbs.

Her lovely 10+
acre farm was a
former chicken
farm. You can still
see chicken
houses in the
tance...wonder

dis-
if that is
the reason the pastures

are so lush...all that
chicken manure. Did she

they go
113 g r e e n ”
before it
was fash-
ionable to
do so?
-

Dusty

Acres is kjl
also home E“l
to a family =R
of Cochins (chickens) and
the site of Billy Bryson’'s
famous Beagles. Their
lineage is awesome with a
lot of champions in the

mix. Billy trains the Bea-
gles himself and has a lot
of fun doing it.

Looking out over the front
lush green pasture you
could see her healthy
Boer goat herd. Dottie
raised Angora goats a few
years ago, but had to give
them up because of a de-
manding job. When her
job situation changed, she
realized living without
goats was not an option.

After a couple years of
living without them, she
and Billy got back into the
goat business. Elvis, the
herd sire, was there with
Horny, Spot, and the rest
of the gang. We missed
seeing their shy Pyre-
nees, Sam; | suppose he
was resting in the shade.

I hope you are privi-
leged to get to know
them. You can find
Dottie and Billy garden-
ing, antiquing, and en-
joying their wonderful
farm in Royston, Georgia.
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(Continued from page 9)

striction and relaxation of blood vessels. When
levels of calcium are low, the body will use cal-
cium stores in the bones—this is a precarious
situation as it can eventually lead to osteoporo-
sis and many other physiological problems such
as arthritis, muscle cramps, muscle pain, high
blood pressure, irritability, and parasthesias
(numbness and tingling in the hands and feet).
D e f i c i e n c vy
Unfortunately, absorption of calcium from our
food is not a straightforward matter. Many fac-
tors affect its absorption in both positive and
negative ways. Calcium needs other nutrients
such as vitamin D for proper absorption. There
are also some obstacles: foods containing ox-
alates decrease absorption of calcium. Oxalates
are found in high concentrations in spinach, rhu-
barb, Swiss chard, beetroot, peanuts, tea, and
cocoa. Other problematic substances include:
caffeine — approximately 2-3 cups a day of cofee
can promote excessive urinary loss of calcium

sodium - increased sodium intake results in in-

SOUTHERN GOAT PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION
OPEN MONTHLY MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS

FOURTH MONDAY
Educational “workshops ~

Goat fellowship ~ medical info ~

Nutritional information

Download a Membership Application at:
southerngoatproducers.org
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creased loss of calcium

phosphorus - diets high in

phosphorus and low in

£ 4

&

approximately double the RDA of phosphorus

calcium promote calcium
loss

Unfortunately, this is not a
difficult feat to accomplish

as Americans consume

daily. This is a result of drinking soda and eating
processed foods containing polyphosphate food

additives.

Include it in Your Diet

Excellent food sources of calcium are dark
green leafy veggies such as Brussels
sprouts, kale, broccoli, bok choy, cabbage,
mustard, collard and turnip greens. Other
good sources include milk, cheese, yogurt
and fortified tofu.

Nancy Silva, ND is a licensed naturopath with a
penchant for good food. Her monthly column
discusses the nutritional aspects of some of the
foods available through LocalHarvest. You can
contact Nancy at Nancy.Silva@bastyr.edu




SGFA NEWS:

The SGPA Board of Directors ap-
pointed a committee, consisting of
members from the SGPA, SCMGA,
and the SCDGA, to plan a Fall Field
Day. The SGPA will coordinate the event in cooperation
with several other goat associations from Georgia,
North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida, in an at-
tempt to bring goat associations together.

Goat Py
et o,
a iy,

The T. Ed Garrison Livestock Arena in Clemson,
South Carolina was the site for The SC Dairy Goat
Show held in mid May. The show was a lot of fun
and enjoyed by all that attended. Our own, Evin
Evans, was a judge at that event. The SGPA’s J & J
Honorary Boer Goat Show was also held in May
and was quite a success. It brought many big,
beautiful BOER goats to the area. There were in
excess of 100 entrants that traveled from six

IMPORTANT CONTACTS:

Southern Goat Producers Association WEBSITE:

Membership list
Goat Links and Schedule of Events

states. The highlight of the day came when Troy
Vils, President of the American Boer Goat Associa-
tion, presented an award to Jim Burns for his com-
mitment to show standards and superior genetics.
If you were unable to attend, well, you missed an
exciting event. Congratulations to Tommy Can-
non’s Boxcar Willie.

The SGPA membership continues to grow and
along with that growth, we get an amazing caliber
of producers. The SGPA website, under the guid-
ance of Renee Mendola, continues to be very
successful - www.southerngoatproducers.org
has a lot of “hits” which translates to animal
sales, grazing contracts, products sold via
classified ads , and medical information given.
If we continue to work together, be positive,
fair, and helpful to others, | am sure the SGPA
will continue to prosper.

www . southerngoatproducers.org

Jeff Campbell— SGPA member and owner of Eastanollee Livestock Auction
864 449 4275 or www.agriauctionservices.com

Judy Langley, Editor, Southern Farm News, 864 430 2265 or

Jjudylangley@bellsouth.net
Renee Mendola, SGPA Website Editor

rdmendola@southerngoatproducers.org

Roy and Judy Tilson, Owners—Snow Creek Meat Processing 864 972 1570
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We prefer to call it smart economics.

Alittle supplementation goes a long way in maintaining herd productivity and health. Kids borm to
deficient dams grow maore slowly, get sick mora oftan and die more easily. Given the risks, can you
afford not to supplament? Sweetlix® Meaat Maker® protein supplements deliver balanced levels of
assantial nutrients in controlled daily doses for a fraction of the cost of comparabls bagged feads
and commaodities. Whether you think of it as smart economics or just plain smart, the results add up.

For more information, call 1-87-SWEETLE (1-877 933-8540), or visit wwe sweetlix.com




